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Minutes 
Board of Directors 

August 13, 2025 
 

Date and Attendance: The Franklin Simpson Industrial Authority Board of Directors held its 
regular meeting at Noon on Wednesday, August 13, 2025, in the conference room of the 
Franklin Simpson Industrial Authority located at 109 South Main Street, Franklin, Kentucky. 
Those in attendance were Vice Chairman Steve Compton, Wendell Stewart, Chris Kummer, 
Darla Knight, Marty Chandler, Wayne Goodrum, Judge Mason Barnes, Mayor Larry Dixon, 
Schools Superintendent Tim Schlosser, Jim DeCesare, Executive Director of the Franklin 
Simpson Industrial Authority, Buddy Leach, Counsel for the Franklin Simpson Industrial 
Authority. The invocation was given by Buddy Leach. 

 

Public Comment - One visitor in attendance. No comments made. 

 

Minutes Approval- The minutes of the July 9, 2025, meeting were presented for review. On a 
motion by Darla Knight and seconded by Wendell Stewart, the minutes were approved as 
presented.   

 

Treasurer’s Report- The July treasurer’s report was presented for review. On a motion by 
Wendell Stewart and seconded by Wayne Goodrum the report was approved. 

 

Labor Report- The June 2025 labor information was presented. The unemployment rate was 
4.4 percent in May compared to 4.9 percent in June. The June civilian labor force for Simpson 
County was 9,034.  There are still indications of a tight labor market.  Mr. DeCesare told the 
Board the current participation rate for Kentucky is at 58.4 percent in June of workers 16 and 
over. In addition, Mr. DeCesare told the Board that there were 137 active real estate listings 
as of July 23, 2025 with 66 of those being new construction. 

 

Vice Chairman Steve Compton Remarks 

 

Welcome- Mr. Compton welcomed new board member Chris Kummer. 
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Executive Director Jim DeCesare Remarks 

 

Flooding Update- Mr. DeCesare told the Board that additional borings and dry wells will 
probably be needed to assist with keeping the flooding in the Henderson Industrial Park 
under control.  

 

XYZ Update- Mr. DeCesare informed the Board that Tony Notargiacomo was working on 
making the first installment in paying back the state. 

 

Roxy Update- Mr. DeCesare told the Board that the Roxy renovations were completed and 
the application for a grant from Franklin Simpson Renaissance has been completed. A 
different management for the Roxy is still being considered. 

 

Sumitomo Memorandum of Understanding- Mr. DeCesare told the Board that Sumitomo 
is still considering the document. Addendums to the lease and financing bids will be 
considered after the MOU is signed. 

 

Projects Update- Mr. DeCesare updated the Board on the following projects: 

Cowboy- on hold, doing due diligence 

Laptop- Franklin/Simpson County is one of the final three states to get this project 

Miller- Franklin/Simpson County in final three for this project 

Wave- Company doing their due diligence. Site visit on August 27 

 

Other Remarks- Mr. DeCesare reminded the Board of the following: 

Franklin Simpson Industrial Authority Day at the Races- August 31 

Industry Appreciation Golf Tournament August 26 
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In the Henderson Industrial Park- Hunt Ford has starting on their new fleet dealership as well 
as WAWA doing site work 

Blue Compass RV Dealership is underway in the Sanders Industrial Park 

 

At this time on a motion by Wayne Goodrum and seconded by Darla Knight the Board voted 
to go into executive session under KRS 61.810 (1) (g). 

 

On a motion by Wayne Goodrum and seconded by Darla Knight the Board voted to come out 
of executive session. No action was taken. 

 

Buddy Leach Remarks 

Fence Repairs- Mr. Leach is to contact Taylor Lanham about spraying the fence row and 
repairing the fence where needed. 

 

Judge Mason Barnes Remarks 

County Update- Judge Barnes told the Board about the financial stability of the On Track 
Scholarship program stating additional partners for this program are needed. Judge Barnes 
presented a proclamation to Jepson Farms regarding their historic farm designation. Judge 
Barnes stated that the new Clerk’s Building is finished. He also announced that Silicon 
Ranch will start construction on a solar farm on Tyree Chapel Road in January of 2026. 

 

Mayor Larry Dioxn Remarks 

City Update- Mayor Dixon told the Board that the sidewalk project along College Street was 
progressing very well. The Gazebo, walking trail, playground, and courts adjacent to the new 
Police Station will be completed soon. The Summer Vibes concert is August 23. 

 

Chamber Director Steve Thurmond Remarks- No report 

 

Schools Superintendent Tim Schlosser 
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Schools Update- Mr. Schlosser told the Board that school started today with 2,986 
students. All construction projects are moving along. 

 

There being no further business to come before the Board, the regular meeting was 
adjourned at approximately 1:35 p.m. 

 

Steve Compton, Vice Chairman 

 

 


